Economics 375, Lifespan and Nutrition Examination

Fall 2001

Name: ____________________
Score:________

Instructions: Answer all questions. 

Problem 1. (25 points). Identify the data used, logic, conclusion and significance to the debate on life expectancy and nutrition for the following items and scholars.
1. Robert Higgs and rural mortality.

2. Roderick Floud and crude death rates.

3. McKeown and morgue records.

4. Fogel and slave registrations in Trinidad.
5. Swedish socialized medicine.
Problem 2. (25 points). What are the four types of data used by scholars to measure nutritional status? Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of each type of data and how the data and its analysis have advanced our understanding of the link between nutrition and life expectancy. What results have scholars been able to establish using each type of data? Be specific about the logic and methodology used. 
Problem 3. (25 points). Grace and Kim are identical twins born in Korea in 1946 (immediately following World War II). They were raised by their birth parents until 1950. As a result of the Korean War, Grace and Kim were separated. Grace was forced to remain in North Korea while Kim escaped to the South. In 1955, Grace was adopted by an American family, moved to the United States, and was raised to adulthood in Southern California.
1. Suppose at age 15, Grace was 5’2 and Kim was 5’5. What can you say about their childhoods?

2. Look at the two height by age profiles depicted below. Which one is Grace and which one is Kim? Explain the logic behind your choice.

3. What additional information can you glean from the height by age profiles?
4. Suppose at age 25, Grace weighed 100 lbs. and Kim weighed 140 lbs. Compute their BMI’s. What do their BMI’s tell you?
5.  At age 40, Grace weighs 140 lbs. and Kim weighs 145 lbs. Compute their BMI’s. What do their BMI’s tell you?
6. What can you say about Grace and Kim’s life expectancies? Upon what data do you base your conclusions? Explain. 
Problem 4. (25 points) What lessons could the government of modern 3rd world countries learn from the literature on nutrition and life expectancy? Relate the lessons directly to the results from the nutrition/life expectancy debate. 
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Conversion Factors: (1cm=.39 inches) (2.54cm =1 in.) (1kg=2.21 lbs.) (1lb=.45 kg)
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