Economics 375, Lifespan and Nutrition Examination

Fall 2002

Name: ____________________
Score:________

Instructions: Answer all questions. 

Problem 1. (20 points). Identify the data used, logic, conclusion and significance to the debate on life expectancy and nutrition for the following items and scholars.
1. Timing Argument.
2. Rural vs. Urban Mortality Rates.

3. Pneumonia, Cholera, and McKeown.
4. Biomass Measures vs. Gross Nutrition.
Problem 2. (40 points). Consider the following formula from the nutrition debate.
1. Define the variables, explain what the formula is estimating, and discuss the importance to the nutrition/lifespan debate. 
2. Explain the data and methodology used by scholars to estimate values for I and Sn. 
3. What are the weaknesses of the estimate, it’s methodology, and data?

4. Explain how more recent methodology and data sources were used to improve on the results of this formula. 
5. What effect would you expect these improved methods and data to have on S? Explain. 
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Problem 3. (20 points).  Consider the height/age profiles below.
1. Write a nutritional history of each individual 2 and 3.

2. Consider a man who is 5’4”, weighs 180 lbs. and is 40 years old. Compute the person’s BMI. Is he more likely to be individual 2 or 3? Explain. 

3. What additional details can you add to the nutritional history from (1) given the information in (2)? Explain. 




Problem 4. (20 points) Discuss the trends in fertility in the U.S. and developed parts of the world in the last 300 years. Discuss the explanations for the fertility trends.  





















� EMBED Equation.3  ���
































Conversion Factors: (1cm=.39 inches) (2.54cm =1 in.) (1kg=2.21 lbs.) (1lb=.45 kg)

Page 3, 10/29/02

[image: image2.wmf](

)

·

·

·

-

+

=

n

S

I

S

f

f

1

_906979811.bin

_1096695467.unknown

